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Servants In The Kingdom
You are encouraged to study your Bible to prove the truth
presented in these lessons or any other lesson. The comments
presented herein are those of the authors and the compiler.
You should verify their comments and opinions and teachings
by others; e.g., a pastor, preacher, priest, rabbi, commentator,
or publisher as it is YOUR responsibility to seek, know and do
God's will.

In verifying to read different Bible translations, refer to Bible
dictionaries and lexicons for meaning of words or phrases you
do not know. Be careful with dictionary definitions as
dictionaries give meaning of words and phrases from original
language through current usage.

The meaning of words and phrases change over time. Also,
several Greek words may be translated into one word in
English and may distort the original meaning. For instance,
the Greek words de and kai”” were translated as “and” in
English. De is used to separate two nouns whereas kai
connects two nouns.

Let God speak to you from His Holy Word as recorded in
the Bible.
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Servants In The Kingdom
Chapter 1

Christ’s Body - A Functioning Organism
The Bible does not appear to provide instructions for the
frequency of or location for meeting together. In fact,
Jesus stated to the Samaritan woman that the location was
not important. (John 4:3) It is the inner-being, soul or heart
that worships.

“Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the
habit of doing, but let us encourage one another.” (Heb
10:25)

“You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation,
a people for his own possession, that you may
proclaim the excellences of him who called you out of
darkness into his marvelous light.” (1 Peter 2:9)
Much is recorded about the actions of these 1% century
Christians - Christ’s “called out people.”
a. Devoted themselves to apostles’ teachings. Acts
2:42
b. Had everything in common. Acts 2:44
c. Met together daily, ate, shared what they had,
gathered at Solomon’s Colonnade. Acts 5:12
d. Elite Hebrew Jews ignored the Greek speaking
widows, Jews from different parts of the Roman
Empire. Acts 6
e. The church body chose servants to provide for
the needs of the Greek Christian widows. Acts 6
f.  Buried Stephen and mourned deeply for him.
Acts 7
g. Remained faithful while being persecuted. Acts 8
h. Fleeing persecution, abandoned their home and
non-Christian family. Acts 8
i. Upon arrival in their new land, they taught the
Gospel. Acts 8:4
j.  So, the disciples determined, everyone according
to his ability, to send relief to the brothers living
in Judea. Acts 11:29-30
k. Many were gathered together praying. Acts
12:12
I.  Gathered the church together for a report. Acts
14:27
m. Then it seemed good to the apostles and the
elders, with the whole church, to choose men
from among them and send them to Antioch with
Paul and Barnabas. Acts 15:22
n. Gathered the multitude together - deliver the
letter Acts 15: 31
0. The disciples came together to break bread. Acts
20:7
p. When you are assembled in the name of the Lord
Jesus ... deliver this man to Satan for the
destruction of the flesh, so that his spirit (soul)
may be saved in the day of the Lord. 1 Cor 5:4-5
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g. Inthe presence of all rebuke sinning elders. 1
Timothy 5:20

Comment: When the whole church came together
in one place, their meetings were of a functioning
body, freedom, vibrancy, open participation to all,
but not necessarily always in unity.

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and
admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing, psalms
and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your
hearts to God. And whatever you do, in word (say) or deed
(do), do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks to God the Father through him.” (Col. 3:16-17)

Comment: “You” includes both men and women who
may have a psalm, teaching, prophesying, revelation,
or interpretation. But not everyone would be
performing all these functions.

Comment: Don’t take glory from God unto yourself.

“But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold
and silver, but also of wood and clay, some for honor and
some for dishonor. Therefore, if anyone cleanses himself
from the latter, he will be a vessel for honor, sanctified and
useful for the Master, prepared for every good work.” (2
Timothy 2:20-21)

“Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God
a sacrifice of praise—the fruit of lipsthat confess his
name. And do not forget to do good and to share with
others, for with such sacrifices (offerings) God is
pleased.” (Hebrews 13:15-16)

Comment: “Fruit of lips” is not limited to singing.

The Church Christ built is an organized organism, not an
organization with positions of authority or rank. It is a
body of faithful, obedient and believing people with
differing functions (gifts) in a way that the Christian body
may fulfill its mission of seeking the lost, care for one
another and carry out all the services that Jesus Christ, the
Head of the Body, gave them to do. No one was inferior
or superior - all are necessary for the Body to function
properly. The Body is one in Christ and united in Him and
His purposes rather than in agreement of opinion and
interpretation of some teaching.

“For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone
who is among you, not to think of himself more highly than
he ought to think but to think soberly, as God has dealt to
each one a measure of faith. For as we have many
members in one body, but all the members do not have the
same function, so we, being many, are one body in Christ,
and individually members of one another. Having then
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gifts (functions) differing according to the grace that is
given to us, let us use them.” (Romans 12:3-8)

Comment: “More-highly” - One is not important
because they have a special gift, such as speaking in a
language unfamiliar to them, a tongue. Man’s physical
heart is no more important than his intestines. So, one
Christian’s function is no more important than
another’s.

Comment: “Functions” needs vary so functions vary
according to the need. Performance of a function
should not be based on ability, education or on secular
occupation but on needs of the Christian family.

Those in Christ, His Body, are called out of sin unto
righteousness, a changed forgiven people and part of the
One Body - a living organism, with many parts. It is
compared to the human body with its many parts all
functioning in harmony, with each part performing its
unique function.

Therefore, the Church Christ built is a body of faithful,
obedient and involved people organized in a way that the
body may grow and fulfill its mission by caring for one
another and performing services that Christ, the Head of
the Body, gave them to do.

However, in the church in Corinth there appears to have
been chaos — all talking at the same time not one following
another and little respect for one another.

Consider 1 Corinthians 14.

“Brothers, do not be children in your thinking. Be infants
in evil, but in your thinking be mature. In the Law it is
written, "By people of strange tongues and by the lips of
foreigners will | speak to this people, and even then they
will not listen to me, says the Lord." Thus, tongues are a
sign not for believers but for unbelievers, while prophecy
is a sign not for unbelievers but for believers. (vs. 20-22)

“If, therefore, the whole church comes together and all
speak in tongues, and outsiders or unbelievers enter, will
they not say that you are out of your minds? But if all
prophesy, and an unbeliever or outsider enters, he is
convicted by all, he is called to account by all, the secrets
of his heart are disclosed, and so, falling on his face, he
will worship God and declare that God is really among
you. (vs. 23-25)
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What then, brothers? When you come together, each one
has a hymn, a lesson, a revelation, a tongue, or an
interpretation. Let all things be done for building up. If
any speak in a tongue, let there be only two or at most
three, and each in turn, and let someone interpret. But if
there is no one to interpret, let each of them keep silent in




church and speak to himself and to God. Let two or three
prophets speak, and let the others weigh what is said. If a
revelation is made to another sitting there, let the first be
silent. For you can all prophesy one by one, so that all may
learn and all be encouraged, and the spirits of prophets
are subject to prophets. For God is not a God of confusion
but of peace. (vs. 26-33)

“As in all the churches of the saints, the women should
keep silent in the churches. For they are not permitted to
speak, but should be in submission, as the Law also says.
If there is anything they desire to learn, let them ask their
husbands at home. For it is shameful for a woman to speak
in church. (vs. 33-35)

“Or was it from you that the word of God came? Or are
you the only ones it has reached? If anyone thinks that he
is a prophet, or spiritual, he should acknowledge that the
things | am writing to you are a command of the Lord. If
anyone does not recognize this, he is not recognized. So,
my brothers, earnestly desire to prophesy, and do not
forbid speaking in tongues. But all things should be done
decently and in order.” (vS. 36-40)

Recap

1.Under these conditions the Corinthian Christians
could learn little and few, if any, were edified.
Perhaps many felt “my function is more important
than yours I can ”

2.Teaching was more important than being heard.

3.Orderliness and understanding are important.

4.Participation by all Christians important.
5.Edification is necessary for faithfulness and growth
so, do not abandon coming together.

6.Respect of others enhances unity.

7.Respect of law and customs cannot be ignored.

8.A wife’s conduct dishonored her husband or someone
else by their questions that appeared to be a
challenge.

9.Disrespect of others by trying to talk louder than them.

10. Their actions needed to display their love for each
other so any observing outsider would glorify God
End Recap

“If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God
provides, so that in all things God may be praised through
Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory and the power forever
and ever.” (1 Peter 4:11b)

“Let brotherly love continue. Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have entertained
angels unawares. Remember those [Christians] who are in
prison, as though in prison with them, and those who are
mistreated, since you also are in the body.” (Heb 13:1-3)
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Comment: “Show hospitality” is to take care of the | 1. @ﬁwwaﬂﬁﬁmaﬁ%
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Questions
1. The Bible specifies where and when to
assemble together.
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True False

2. The gift of teaching is more important than
admonishing.
True ___ False

3. Hospitality is having people over for fellowship
and a meal.
True __ False

4. All Christians receive a gift to serve
True __ False

5. Pure religion is seeing to needs of the destitute
unable to care for themselves.
True __ False

Chapter 2
God’s Sowers of the Gospel

Christ desires for the gospel message to be proclaimed
to all mankind. On Pentecost His eyewitnesses, the
apostles, were the first proclaimers of the Gospel.

“But in fact, God has arranged the parts in the body, every
one of them, just as he wanted them to be. If they were all
one part, where would the body be? As it is, there are many
parts, but one body. The eye cannot say to the hand, "I
don't need you!" And the head cannot say to the feet, "I
don't need you!" On the contrary, those parts of the body
that seem to be weaker are indispensable, and the parts
that we think are less honorable we treat with special
honor. And the parts that are unpresentable are treated
with special modesty, while our presentable parts need no
special treatment. But God has combined the members of
the body and has given greater honor to the parts that
lacked it, so that there should be no division in the body,
but that its parts should have equal concern for each other.
If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is
honored, every part rejoices with it.” (1 Cor 12:18-26)

“For by the grace given me [ say to every one of you: Do
not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but
rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in
accordance with the measure of faith God has given you.
Just as each of us has one body with many members, and
these members do not all have the same function, so in
Christ we who are many form one body, and each member
belongs to all the others. We have different gifts,
according to the grace given us. If a man's gift is
prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith. If it
is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; if
it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing
to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is
leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing
mercy, let him do it cheerfully.” (Rom 12:3-8)
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“‘Having gone up on high he led captive captivity, and
gave gifts to men,” He went up, what is it except that he
also went down first to the lower parts of the earth? He
who went down is the same also who went up far above all
the heavens, that He may fill all things — and He gave
some [as] apostles, and some [as] prophets, and some [as]
proclaimers of good news. and some [as] shepherds and
teachers, unto the perfecting of the saints, for a work of

ministration, for a building up of the body of the Christ.”
YLT (Eph 4:8-13)

“He who descended is the very one who ascended higher
than all the heavens, in order to fill the whole universe. It
was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets,
some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and
teachers, to prepare God's people for works of service, so
that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach
unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God
and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the

fullness of Christ.”

NIV (Eph 4:10-13)

Comment:

The word “some” was from the Greek word tods
meaning separated from.

To be apostles “and” prophets “and” proclaimers
(evangelists in some translations) with the word
“and” being translated from the Greek word dé
meaning to distinguish difference between
(apostles, prophets and evangelists

To be pastors “and” teachers with the word “and”
being translated form the Greek word kai, a word
connecting pastors with teachers — that is pastors
who teach or teaching pastors.

Since de separates, while kai connects, then pastors are
connected with teachers but separated from the work of
the apostles, prophets and evangelists. The better
translation would have been pastors who taught or
teaching pastors. Therefore, the work of apostles was
different from the work of the prophets, which was
different from the work of evangelists, which was
different from the work of pastors and teachers.

However, all can proclaim Christ in their work.

Apostles

Christ gave “some to be apostles.”

Apostles comes from

the Greek word apostdlous - one sent forth with orders, a
messenger, one set apart, to send out. According to Acts
1:21- 22 an apostle of Jesus was “one of the men who
have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord
Jesus went in and out among us, beginning from the
baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from
us - one of these men must become with us a witness to
his resurrection.”
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“That which was from the beginning, which we have
heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we
looked upon and have touched with our hands,
concerning the word of life.” (1 John 1)

The word apostdlos is used of the Lord Jesus to describe
His relation to God, Hebrews 3:1 “Therefore, holy
brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the
Apostle and High Priest of our confession, Christ Jesus.”

“Now many signs and wonders were regularly done
among the people by the hands of the apostles. And they
were all together in Solomon's Portico. None of the rest
dared join them, but the people held them in high esteem.
And more than ever believers were added to the Lord,
multitudes of both men and women, so that they even
carried out the sick into the streets and laid them on cots
and mats, that as Peter came by at least his shadow might
fall on some of them. The people also gathered from the
towns around Jerusalem, bringing the sick and those
afflicted with unclean spirits, and they were all healed.
But the high priest rose up, and all who were with him
(that is, the party of the Sadducees), and filled with
jealousy they arrested the apostles and put them in the
public prison.” (Acts 5:12-19)

“It was about this time that King Herod arrested some
who belonged to the church, intending to persecute them.
He had James, the brother of John, put to death with the
sword. When he saw that this pleased the Jews, he
proceeded to seize Peter also. This happened during the
Feast of Unleavened Bread. After arresting him, he put
him in prison, handing him over to be guarded by four
squads of four soldiers each. Herod intended to bring him
out for public trial after the Passover. So, Peter was kept
in prison.” (Acts 12:1-5)

The appointing of apostles appears to have ceased
following the selection of Mathias except for Paul who
was appointed by Christ as an apostle out of season.

Apostle to the Gentiles
Paul is first encountered as Saul who “approved of his

(Stephen) execution.” (Acts 8:1)

“But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the
disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest and asked
him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if
he found any belonging to the Way, men or women, he
might bring them bound to Jerusalem. Now as he went on
his way, he approached Damascus, and suddenly a light
from heaven flashed around him. And falling to the
ground he heard a voice saying to him, ‘Saul, Saul, why
are you persecuting me?’ And he said, ‘Who are you,
Lord?’ And he said, ‘I am Jesus, whom you are
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persecuting. But rise and enter the city, and you will be
told what you are to do.” The men who were traveling
with him stood speechless, hearing the voice but seeing
no one. Saul rose from the ground, and although his eyes
were opened, he saw nothing. So, they led him by the
hand and brought him into Damascus. And for three days
he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank.” (Acts
9:1-9)

“Now there was a disciple at Damascus named Ananias.
The Lord said to him in a vision, ‘Ananias.’ And he said,
‘Here I am, Lord.” And the Lord said to him, ‘Rise and
go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas
look for a man of Tarsus named Saul, for behold, he is
praying, and he has seen in a vision a man named
Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he
might regain his sight.” But Ananias answered, ‘Lord, |
have heard from many about this man, how much evil he
has done to your saints at Jerusalem. And here he has
authority from the chief priests to bind all who call on
your name.’ But the Lord said to him, ‘Go, for he is a
chosen instrument of mine to carry my name before the
Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel. For I will
show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my
name.’ So, Ananias departed and entered the house. And
laying his hands on him he said, ‘Brother Saul, the Lord
Jesus who appeared to you on the road by which you
came has sent me so that you may regain your sight and
be filled with the Holy Spirit.” And immediately
something like scales fell from his eyes, and he regained
his sight. Then he rose and was baptized; and taking food,
he was strengthened.” (Acts 9:10-19)

“l know a man (apparently Paul) in Christ who fourteen
years ago was caught up to the third heaven—whether in
the body or out of the body | do not know, God knows.
And | know that this man was caught up into paradise—
whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, God
knows— and he heard things that cannot be told, which
man may not utter.” (2 Cor 12:2-4)

“Am I not free? Am | not an apostle? Have | not seen
Jesus our Lord? Are not you my workmanship in the
Lord? If to others | am not an apostle, at least 1 am to
you, for you are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord.”
(1 Corinthians 9:1-2)

“Now I am speaking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch then as |
am an apostle to the Gentiles.” (Romans 11:13)

Paul’s work and results

“For I would have you know, brothers, that the gospel
that was preached by me is not man's gospel. For I did
not receive it from any man, nor was | taught it, but I
received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ. For you
have heard of my former life in Judaism, how | persecuted

gfod W, Wifa garge & UIh, §AR SifleR & Uikd
3R ARSI, Hiig A W AR 1

«37q 9gd ¥ fog 3R THHR IRl & gRI ANl & o
g forame o11d A1 3R 3 9« T A1y YodH & Wi
T Y| a1t T foddt 7 off 390 1Y e &1 fgdd T8l
B, AP Al - S8 9gd T faa| 3R ugat § ot
e fayiRet & gy o ST, gFf gIe 3R
wfgansii ot His, gei 9o f 3 R B sl WA Y
3R I8 WIe 3R Fers R forer faar, for o &t uavs
T, HH I HH ISP B fhdl IR U8 bt At 370
1 3R TN TRECH & T-U & TR off 53 g,
3R FARISIR 3gs semsdl ¥ difga drie! @ o,
3R 3 TG & T 1 1 T | TR HETATIH 36 TS §aTl,
3R foram Iaeb T (3rufq Tgforal &1 ga) 3, 39 IHi A
e ¥ W URGl B uphs foran, ok s # s
fear 1 Ofkdl & &1 5:12-19)

“ 5] G FHY YT 57e] ol &¥Iay 7 Bl & Fes
Pl Gdr7 & Ve T NI (5911 397 J5a1 & 45
TI%q &1 dAdR & TR ST 4T/ oF 3G @& [ 5597
T5G] 797 81 & @l 397 TR’ &l W} uBS o) I8
SRFHNI RIS & Ud & GHT 5371 T8 FNGIR &9 & a1,
377 3 57 & &I 1397, 3T 17 134T fa5 38 ar-an
%] & TN T GRTTENT 3/ 8R1a 7 BUE & §1g 34
TSI G & [1T STER I BT 3NIaT 15971 §HIrT
g d @] §G17e H &7 7197/ (IRl 12:1-5)

1 udia grar & fob Ofal &t gl sk S &
1E T g1 7T o, Ryarg ufa 1 BisaR, o meftg A
T 4 916 URd & U H fFged fovar ol

STl o forT O
I &1 U8l aR WS & U & T gaff, form
"310 (Férehet) BT | (YR 8:1)

" v TS O 3 TF gl & 3l B YHBIAT SN
17 YT JT, T8 TETI0H @& U7 74T, iR 3 G 1%
& SNTETCT] & 7T [ 91T 1 gia a8 arf 5 3 &l
T 37 %] 150, T @ ST T FeTIaT & e §reql SR
T T TF IR @ URT Tgl, AR UBTeT ST
T U S 3G TR S THE FBT IR YA TR e
39 7 T8 ¥eq G, 1 & WS, & WA, J §al F
AT 8> 3R 3G FeT '8 7Y, TPIT e 3R TG FeT,
B g 5 58 gH Taid 811 7ig FSHY TR B Y39 B,
T gsl T ST 5 g3 FT BT 81 ) GOy FHF
TTY FIFT FR 6 4, T 3/GIH @G W6, ATl GIbN Al
1% &1 767 3 T8 &1 IMHT YfF 7R G 33T, 3 FH]




the church of God violently and tried to destroy it. And |
was advancing in Judaism beyond many of my own age
among my people, so extremely zealous was | for the
traditions of my fathers. But when he who had set me
apart before | was born, and who called me by his grace,
was pleased to reveal his Son to me, in order that | might
preach him among the Gentiles, | did not immediately
consult with anyone; nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those
who were apostles before me, but I went away into
Arabia, and returned again to Damascus.” (Galatians
1:11-17)

“Now those who were scattered because of the
persecution that arose over Stephen traveled as far as
Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to
no one except Jews.” (Acts 11:19)

The church in Jerusalem sent Barnabas to Antioch, of
Syria. “When he came and saw the grace of God, he was
glad, and he exhorted them all to remain faithful to the
Lord with steadfast purpose, for he was a good man, full
of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And a great many people
were added to the Lord. So, Barnabas went to Tarsus to
look for Saul, and when he had found him, he brought him
to Antioch. For a whole year they met with the church
and taught a great many people. And in Antioch the
disciples were first called Christians.” (Acts 11:22-26)

In Antioch, “while they were worshiping the Lord and
fasting, the Holy Spirit said, "Set apart for me Barnabas
and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” Then
after fasting and praying they laid their hands on them
and sent them off.” (Acts 13:2-3)

“Then some Jews came from Antioch (of Pisidis) and
Iconium and won the crowd over. They stoned Paul and
dragged him outside the city, thinking he was dead.”
(Acts 14:19)

“They seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the
marketplace before the rulers. And when they had
brought them to the magistrates, they said, "These men
are Jews, and they are disturbing our city. They advocate
customs that are not lawful for us as Romans to accept or
practice." The crowd joined in attacking them, and the
magistrates tore the garments off them and gave orders
to beat them with rods. And when they had inflicted many
blows upon them, they threw them into prison, ordering
the jailer to keep them safely. Having received this order,
he put them into the inner prison and fastened their feet
in the stocks.” (Acts 16:19-24)

In Philippi “they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them
into the marketplace before the rulers. And when they had
brought them to the magistrates, they said, "These men
are Jews, and they are disturbing our city. They advocate

3@ Gl g3 off 39 7 P 7 3@ G T TGP T
JehS P G1H%H H of 7GRl 9:1-9)

“3fq G T 5718 15 BT b 477 4T/ Jgial 7 U
G978 7o Fel 6718 3N 397 HET '8 7Y, F 6T
B S gglar 7 39 @ Fel 33, el TrHe 1 7 o
aﬁzf & WA J IWHT TH & TF g% B
zal 327?79»‘3@? & TT/ & V6T &, a/??a'a:?a?ﬁ#
WW%WW&#?@?W&N/}WWW
572/?@? & a5 v § 3@ 1! TR &7318 7 TR
R 8y, s i@ & R A dgal G gTIe & g7
TSI T G UIe G & Y [T g7 35T 81
3T T5T 3 HeTgrTes] @1 3T G eI & 12 o &I
RT T AT & 37 T 1 qE Gog TgIar 7 397 & a7,
T FF T& TN AT SN FFTarcrgis
WWW#W%@&WWW?M@@W%
FE & 3G G135 A 711 & fow 39 [FaT &5
G371 S!S/, G718 Tl 7T SN &% H Qe
F9lTI 3¢ 3T TR g7y 7@ §Y 3 7 HaT, 8 HIE TH,
7y A3 [or7 7 g5l 79 71T 9% %17 1347, 1org &  simr
o G TGS Ao 8 [ T BT @37 3 ufaT s @
WF}W/@?WGWW#H?%WW
INT 3R @8 oY & g & Td T8
forgr: i 4isr #9738 a8 Faa- giar a7/ (At 9:10-
19)

T TP ATGH! DI TN 